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Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 5766
October 11, 2005

Seek the Lord while He may be found,
call unto Him while He is near.

Isaiah 55:6

Yom Kippur is the Sabbath of Sabbaths,
the most solemn day of the Jewish calendar.
On this day, Jews around the world reflect
on their lives and give thanks to God for their
many blessings. The Rabbis teach that on
Yom Kippur, God holds open the gates of
Heaven and listens to every word of every
prayer. As those final prayers are shared and
the Shofar is sounded, God remembers every
name—those living and those departed. In
this moment, we draw near to God, sharing
in the wonders of all creation and the miracle
of all life.

Yom Kippur teaches us that we merit for-
giveness and mercy through repentance,
prayer, and acts of charity. May we have the
strength to achieve all these things, so that
we continue to build a more hopeful Nation
and a more peaceful and free world.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a

blessed day.
George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Aleksander Kwasniewski
of Poland and an Exchange With
Reporters

October 12, 2005

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. T'll have a statement; Aleksander will
have a statement. We'll be glad to answer
two questions per side.

Welcome back. This is a happy moment,
because I get to see my friend again. It’s a
sad moment, because he is leaving office. He
has done an extraordinary job. We have built
a strong personal relationship, but more im-
portantly, we have a strong strategic relation-
ship with Poland, thanks to your leadership.
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Aleksander has helped advance the cause
of peace by advancing the cause of freedom.
He has served as a mentor for new democ-
racies in the neighborhood. He has proven
that you can be a friend to the United States
and a loyal member of the EU at the same
time. We have worked hard together to im-
prove the lots of both our peoples.

And Mr. President, you can leave with
your—your office with your head held high
because of the fine job you have done. I am
glad you came back, and it’s an honor to be
able to praise you to the people of your coun-
try for a job—a fine job.

President Kwasniewski. Thank you, sir.

President Bush. Hold on, we're going to
a little

President Kwasniewski. Yes. Thank you
for

President Bush. Do want to do an inter-
pretation?

President Kwasniewski. Yes, I think in-
terpretation is better.

President Bush. Especially after what I
just said. [Laughter]

President Kwasniewski. 1 want to thank
you very much, Mr. President. I want to
thank you very much for those nice words.
It is true that this visit is both a farewell visit
and a visit that is a recapitulation of 10 years
of my Presidency and 10 years of Polish-
American relations between our two coun-
tries.

I started my Presidency in a different
world, and now I'm leaving the office when
the world is different and the world now is
better, I believe. We are together in NATO.
We are in NATO together with other Central
and Eastern European countries. We are in
NATO, together with the Baltic States, and
we are also together in a group, in fact, fam-
ily. Together we are building peace and sta-
bility in different parts of the world. We are
fighting together against terrorism. We are
fulfilling our task with joy and satisfaction,
and we do it effectively. And together we
are bringing more peace and more democ-
racy to the world. We are also creating more
values for the humanity. We are fighting for
human rights and for the dignity of human
beings.




